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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO IO-13 SSM-03 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 EUR-12 /085 W 

030943 022119Z/64 

R 020948Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 9675 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
USMISSION SINAI 
USMISSION USUN 
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E. O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EG IS 

SUB J : CAIRO CONFERENCE 
REF.: CAIRO 19841 

WITH REFERENCE TO PARA FIVE REFTEL, WE CAN CONFIRM 
THAT BEN-ELISSAR. ROSENNE AND BUTROS GHALI WERE CLASS- 
MATES AT THE SORBONNE. BEN-ELISSAR HAS REMAINED SOME- 
THING OF A FRANCOPHILE SINCE THOSE DAYS AND HAS ACTED 
AS BEGIN'S CONTACT MAN FOR FRANCE ON SEVERAL OCCAIONS 
SINCE THE BEGIN GOVERNMENT WAS FORMED. IT MAY WELL BE 
THAT MUCH OF THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THESE THREE PARTI- 
CIPANTS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN FRENCH, BUT THERE IS NO 
TRUTH IN THE ALLEGATION THAT BEN-ELISSAR IS WEAK IN 
ENGLISH; HE AND ROSENNE (AND PROBABLY ANY ISRAELI 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PARTICIPANT AT CAIRO) SPEAK EXCELLENT ENGLISH. LEWIS 
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